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Stimulating activity continues in the Catholic Theatre of Detroit, 
A warm invitation to its latest production, "Who Ride on White 
Horses," contained the heartening information that the three day 
run of that play would be dedicated to the Catholic Theatre Con- 
ference, 


We echo the plaudits of Detroit and repeat the compliment of Most 
Reverend Edward Mooney, Archbishop of Detroit, "A project of this 
kind can do much for the promotion of Catholic Culture, and can 
offer a wholesome substitute for the ofttimes sordid and unseemly 
presentations of the modern stage." 


316 West 57 Street. New York Established 1937 








THE BLACKFRIARS AND BROADWAY 





The newly established New York Black- 
friar Chapter, which invited the delegates 
to the last Convention into its half-com- 
pleted little theater, finally swept out 
the odds and ends and embarked on its next 
door-to-Broadway career, 

Sean Vincent's “Up the Rebels" raised 
the curtain and, as the SRO sign had to go 
up for all three performances, a prolonged 
run became a necessity. 

Ireland's problems of 1916-1923 again 
were real in the lives of the genteel Dub- 
lin family of the play. Opening with a 
prologue, in which the sons of the protag- 
onists found themselves on opposite sides 
of the present struggle involving Irish 
neutrality, the ten scene, one set produc- 
tion reflected the violence of the earlier 
struggles in the life of the family which 
had sons on both sides of every national 
Irish argument, 

This new Blackfriar venture was taken 
seriously. The Brooklyn Tablet, before 
performance, published a telling cditorial 
on the need to support Catholic theatre, 
The cooperation of the press was generally 
evident. 

Coleman, first string critic of The 
New York Mirror, enthusiastically praised 
the production, The Times, World Telegrem 
and Brooklyn Eagle, as well as some trade 
journals and most of the Catholic weeklies 
and monthlies, received it well. 

Most of the cast were members of Equi- 
ty and felt rewarded by attention given 
them by talent scouts and casting offices, 
Dennis Gurney, the director, who has been 
running stock companies for twenty years, 
won critic praise. 

Ed Rutyna, president of the Lowell 
Blackfriar Chapter, dashed from Massachu- 
setts to New York each weekend to super- 
vise work on the set. Other Blackfriars in 
the company included Thomas Farrell, Prov- 
idence Chapter, and Helen Clark, Nabnasset 
Summer Group. 

Winning special applause for fine per 
formances were Barbara Barton of radio ex- 
perience, and Sarah Flynn (alias Grace 
O'Malley) of the Abbey Players. 

Without pausing for breath the newest 
Blackfriar Chapter is already at work on a 
second production, scheduled for a weck's 
run beginning December 11. This time it 
is to be "Song Out of Sorrow," a play on 


the life of Francis Thompson, 


OCTOBER OPENINGS 





Pittsburgh - Catholic Theatre Guild of 
Pittsburgh opened its fifth season October 
13 with a private performance of seven of 
the “Little Plays of Saint Francis" for 
members of the Third Order of St, Francis, 
who were holding their Quinquennial Natio- 
nal Congress at Pittsburgh, The Guild,liv- 
ing up to its reputation for vital Catho- 
lic dram gave @ stirring interpretation 
of the episodes, weaving them into a unit 
by music and narration. 

Washington - Blackfriars' Washington 
Chapter report @ season successfully begun 
with “Ladies in Retirement," the mystery 
thriller newly released, We had firsthand 
testimony for Washington was well repre- 
sented at the New York opening. 

Loras College Players also proguced 
"“Iadies in Retirement" last month. This 
was the first event of their dram and 
lecture series which includes the top rank 
ing “Murder in the Cathedral,” "Mary of 
Scotland," and "Mr, and Mrs, North." Sub- 
scription tickets to the plays alone would 
be worth the two dollars asked, but Father 
D'Arcy and Helen C, White are added for 
extra good measure, 

San Francisco - The premiere of Emmet 
Lavery's "Pie In the Sky" was the opening 
shot in San Francisco Theatre Guild's sea- 
son, A ‘tremendous trifle' like a world 
premiere of this labor play is no siwmt. 
for San Francisco, They began, three plays 
ago, with “Shadow and Substance," and the 
next will be a translation by one of their 
own members of Gheon's "The Farce of the 
Hanged Man Unhanged." 

Washington - The University Players 
and the Harlequins presented at Catholic 
University Saroyan’s “Jim Dandy," which 
was released to amateurs through the Na- 
tional Theatre Conference, If you are in- 
terested in the production of this play 
which has not yet been produced on Broad- 
way, write to Mr, Barclay Leathem, Western 
Reserve University, Cleveland, Ohio. 

New Haven - Blackfriars’ Chapter hare. 
began work for the year with a forum dis- 
cussion on acting led by Constance Welsh 
of the Yale Department of Drama. 

Cincinnati - Catholic Theatre Guild - 











junior group, Stuart Walker's Portmanteau 
Plays. 

Albany =~ Blackfriars: “High Tor," by 
Maxwoll Anderson. 





MIDWEST 
REGIONAL CONFERENCE 





The first Midwest Regional Conference 
will be held jointly at Loras College and 
Clarke College, Dubuque, Iowa, on January 
30, Sl, and February 1, 1942, 

This is the first large scale effort 
to organize a strong regional wnit in the 
National Catholic Theatre Conference, and 
the National Headquarters sincerely appre- 
ciates the tremendous effort that Mr, Cos- 
tello and his Committee are making. 

The preliminary announcement and invi- 
tation, which has reached us, is most ap- 
pealing, and we urge you, if you are with-e 
in range of the meeting, to make early are 
rangements to attend, 

Between 1200 and 1500 delegates are 
expected in Dubuque and elaborate plans to 
insure inspirational talks by authorities 
in the field of drama are being made, For 
those interested in concrete help for ine 
dividual problems panel discussions and 
sectional meetings will be provided, 

Complete information regarding reser- 
vations and program may be secured from 
Sister M, Alphonse, 0, S. U., Springfield 
Junior College, Springfield, Illinois, 


NOTES FROM BROADWAY 





Our ViceePresident proves his energy 
as well as his artistic talent this sea- 
son, Not satisfied with designing stark 
realism for the staging of the successful 
war dram,"The Wookey," which we mentioned 
last month, Mr, Mielziner went to work on 
the sets for “Candle in the Wind,” the 
Maxwell Anderson play starring Helen Hayes 
and the msival, "Best Foot Forward," The 
Kaufman-Ferber epic drama, "The Land Is 
Bright," is also his, and yet to come are 
"Seventh Trumpet" and "Solitaire," 

Everyone is happier to know that 
George Cohan is recovering from his ree 
cent critical operation. 

Was there ever so promising @ season 
as this? We have Helen Hayes, Gertrude 
Lawrence, Pauline Lord, Grace George, Eth- 
el Barrymore, Maurice Evans, Judith Ander- 
son, Ce Aubrey Smith - and Katherine Core 
nell to come, 

' If you are planning a trip to New York 
soon, you undoubtedly will want to include 
on your playgoing list: "Blithe Spirit," 
"The Wookey" "Candle in the Wind," "Spring 
Again," and "Macbeth," 


IN MEMORIAM 
RICHARD DANA SKINNER 





Richard Dana Skinner's last message to 
Catholic playwrights, at the National Con- 
vention of the Catholic Theatre Conference 
at Fordham University, was to exhort * . 
them to seek inspiration in the Holy 
Spirit and to find in the great Christia-. 
virtues themes for plays that might be 
broad enough in subject matter for every 
type of audience, 

Mr, Skinner's -unexpected and sudden 
death on November 6th is a deeply personal 
loss to his friends and in a larger manner 
to American letters and Catholicism, 

Born in Detroit in 1895, 4 grandson of 
the Richard Henry Dana who wrote "Two 
Years Before the Mast," Mr, Skinner e4lso 
found literary inspiration in his mother, 
the author of "An Echo from Parnassus" and 
several other books, He was graduated from 
Harvard with honors and very recently he 
received an honorary L, L. D,. from Detroit 
College. 

Mr, Skinner served on the editorial 
steff of the Boston Herald, In 1924 he 
helped found The Commonweal and was drama 
critic for that magazine for many years, 
It was at that time he wrote "Our Changing 
Theatre" and “Eugene O'Neill - A Poet's 
Quest." His death interrupts a survey he 
had begun in collaboration with his son-in 
lew on the traditions of European history. 

During the First Great War, Mr. Skinner 
as captain with the American Aviation 
Corps received special citation and the 
French decoration of the Legion d*Honneur. 

Following the war, Mr, Skinner entered 
the field of banking and as partner in the 
firm of Townsend-Skinner & Co,,he was rec- 
ognized as a specialist in economic re- 
search at the time of his death, 

The New York State Division of the Cae 
tholic Theatre Conference was given en- 
couragement and sound advice by Mr,Skinner 
from its inception, and our sympathy for 
his family is as deep as our grief for a 
loyal friend, a discerning and honest cri- 
tic, an original thinker, and above all, a 
very noble and devoted Catholic gentleman. 

Father Nagle, of our Executive Commit- 
tee will offer a Memorial Mass on Saturday 
November 22nd, at St. Vincent Ferrer's 
Church in New York, It is our hope that as 
many members as can do so will attend Mass 
that morning in their own chairches and ro- 
member Mr, Skinner, 





RICHMOND = 1945 





With our Executive Committee unanimous- 
ly in favor, we have accepted the cordial 
invitation of the Catholic Theatre Guild 
of Richmond to hold our 1943 Convention in 
their city. 

We are already looking forward to that 
animating exchange of viewpoints that Con- 
ventions always bring and the possibility 
of seeing the Richmond group at work. May- 
be at the back of our minds, too, are the 
alluring prospects of air-conditioned meet 
ing rooms and spare time at the country 
club. 


CALLING ALL COACHES 





Are you interested in adding to your 
experience by volunteer direction of ambi- 
tious amateur groups? If Flushing, Long 
Island, is convenient for you (because we 
have already had a request for your talent 
from that town), let us know. Or wherever 
you are, contact your local theatrical 
group and aid its members to ever better 
production, 


PRODUCTION SCHEDULE FOR NOVEMBER 





Detroit - Catholic Theatre Guild: Nov. 
6, 7%, 5, “Who Ride on White Horses," play 
ebout Edmund Campion, written at Fordham 
in 1939 and produced in New York with Rob- 
ert Speaight in the leading role. This is 
the Detroit production dedicated to the 
Conference, We bitterly regret our inabil- 
ity to attend. 

Louisville = Catholic Theatre Guild 
opening its season on the 23rd wkth "Ladies 
of the Jury." 

New Haven - Blackfriars: Four weekly 
laboratory sessions covering "Savonarola," 
"Shadow and Substance," "First Legion,"and 
"Cradle Songe” 

Roswithsa Dramatic Club, Nazareth Cole 
lege: lov. ©? and o5, mine scenes from 
Shakespeare emphasizing the women in his 
plays, Adapted by Fred Karem, 

Pittsburgh = Catholic Theatre Guild, 
Nov, o5 and 29, “Relative by Affection," a 

rollicking comedy on the folly of fadism, 

Peoria - Catholic Theatre Guild, Booth 

Tarkington's "Clarence," 

Cincinnati - Catholic Theatre Guild: 4 

mystery, "Reserve Two for Murder." 














NOTES FROM HEADQUARTERS 


Your enthusiastic reception of our Pro- 
duction Calendar is heartewarming., Thanks 
are due to Miss Margaret Heslin, cub re- 
porter for The New York Daily News, Her 
association with the Conference is one of 
the happy achievements of last June’s Con- 
vention. 

Mr, Harry Binsse, Managing Editor of 
The Commonweal and an artist as well, de- 
Signed the masthead. There is room for 
so many talents in the Conference. 

We wish thet all members could receive 
the interesting monthly bulletins issued 
by some of our producing groups. They are 
proof of the exciting things being done in 
Catholic Theatre and the evident success 
of these groups. 

Catholic Theatre of Detroit, for one, 
has a monthly, "The Prompter," and the is- 
sue sent us announces for the '41-'42 sea- 
son seven plays: A Slight Case of Murder, 
Who Ride on White Horses, Thunder Rock, The 
Passion Play, Juno and the Paycock,and The 
Taming of the Shrew. 

If you have any announcements of your 
program or bulletins regarding your group, 
please send them to us, 

French has reduced the royalty on "The 





Far Off Hills" to $25, bringing the Con- 
ference rate to $20, 
Our Royalty Reduction Plan has already 


benefited five member groups. We hope 

that many more will receive this concrete 
return on their membership, May we urge 
your consideration at this time of “Holy 
Night," Sierra's beautiful Christmas play. 


MEET OUR NEW MEMBERS 





We are happy to welcome our new mem - 
bers and to introduce them to the Oonfer - 
ence, Among students we have Miss Julbtte 
Harvey, Vassar College, who is doing re- 
search work on Catholic Theatre, The Col- 
lege Players, Inmaculata College, Immacu- 
lata, Pennsylvania, and The Barat Associa- 
tion, Convent of the Sacred Heart, Eden 
Hall, Philadelphia, also have joined. 

Coming to us from the West, is the Jun- 
ior Council of Catholic Women of San Frane 
cisco, and our latest Midwest member is 
the Catholic Theatre Guild of Peoria, 
Illinois, . ' 

Inquiries have ranged from Canada to 
Cuba, from Housbon to Seattle. 


It is gratifying to note the number of groups calling attention to their Conference 
membership on their stationery, invitations, and bulletins, 











